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Groundwater: State Agency Roles 
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Minnesota Water Law 
DNR Responsibilities 

 Riparian Rights 
 Water Appropriation Permits 
 Priorities for water use 

 Domestic water supplies and power 
production w/ contingency plan 

 Consumptive use of less than 10,000 gal/day 
 Agriculture: irrigation and processing 
 Power production w/o contingency 
 Other industrial uses 
 Nonessential uses 



Historic Approach 
 Point based 

 Reactionary 

 



Our Challenge 
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Watershed Approach 

 Holistic approach to 
management 

 Account for all uses 

 



Clean Water Land & Legacy Amendment 

All Legacy Funds – FY 2012 - 2013 
$549,791,000 
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FY 2012-13 Clean Water Fund 
179.43 Million – All Agencies 



Water Sustainability Programs  

 Mapping 

 Monitoring  

 Managing 



Tools to Manage the Resource 
 Resource Protection Laws  

 Permit Requirements 

 MN Statute 103G.287 Groundwater Management Areas 

 The area must be large enough that the interrelationship  
of geohydrologic and climatic factors can be defined and 
managed 

 Priority to areas of increasing water use, current or 
future water use conflict, water quality, TMDL, and local 
interest  

 



Identifying Areas of Concern 

 Reoccurring 
problem areas 
around the state 

 Matrix of 
environmental, 
social and economic 
issues 

 Working with sister 
agencies to prioritize 
areas 



Groundwater Management Area Scoping 
 

 Clear definition of issues 

 Engage local partners 

 Compile existing data 

 Upgrade gw/sw monitoring 
network in area 

 Model aquifer characteristics 

 Determine local management 
goals 

 Outline deliverable products 

 



Management Goals 
 Local level water use management with agency 

oversight when needed 

 Comprehensive characterization of gw/sw system 

 We provide the data, technical information, tools and 
guidance  

 Local level management decisions for land use, 
permitting and use conflict resolution 

 Collaborative agency oversight 



Thank you 


