No Worries

Decision-maker and Public Attitudes
about Water in Western North Carolina
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Results

Low concern about water

Voluntary conservation Low concern about water
Important

- Low conservation efforts
Limit growth to manage water

Forecast less water in the future Growth = seek new source

Water supply = NOT hydrologic




In your community what is the level of concern over
the future of your water supply?
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What is your level of concern over the future of your
household water supply? (public responses =121)
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Public

“I am personally
concerned about
water conservation” Surveyed communities

with conservation plans

beyond drought
response

“Household water
restrictions should be
voluntary, not mandatory”




Has the amount of water available (e.g. well level, river level) to
your community changed in the past 10 years? (p=.000)
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Do you anticipate that the amount of water available (e.g.
well level, river level) to your community will change in the
next 10 years? (p=.002)
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agree community growth should
be limited to manage scarce water

Concern that population growth
will reduce water availability




Implications

= no need to acquire data, or
change status quo

= limited conservation efforts;
growth not a problem
Potential public support for conservation, limiting growth

= what worked in past
will work in the future




