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The Harris Site BRYOZOANS Harris Fossils

The Harris Archaeological Site is a Late Pithouse period (550-1000 CE) Mimbres
Mogollon occupation located in the Mimbres Valley of southwestern New Mexico.
Recent excavations at the Harris Site conducted by the University of Nevada, Las Vegas
have recovered a number of fossil specimens from cultural contexts. These include . ,
individual fossils as well as pieces of fossiliferous limestone, which were used as a raw . 'colun‘wr) segments. e ;.)055|ble,.speC|es-IeveI
material for tool manufacture. Recovery of these items from specific archaeological IFRAO 10cm identifications were tentat.lvely f:\SSlgned. Bas.ed.on

the taxa represented, the inhabitants of Harris likely .

contexts, combined with the presence of cultural modification and inferences from , : . | | [ Lake Vallev Formation ]
ethnographic analogy, suggest that fossils held symbolic value for the prehistoric oL R g UL R G IR e el IFRAO 2.0 N Y

Percha Formation

Taxa represented in the Harris assemblage A
include brachiopods, bryozoans, corals, and crinoid Voo Gl S

. ’ e : 385 — 359 ma) Percha Formation and the
inhabitants of the Harris Site and were purposely collected (Falvey 2012). The question Harris Bryozoans: 1, pendant made from a bryozoa fragment; 2- ( S ) .
, 4 A . . 3b, examples of typical bryozoans found at Harris: unidentified M|SS|SS|pp|an (359 = 318 ma) Lake Va”ey Format|on.

remains: Where did the people at Harris go to collect these fossils?  oh species.
% BRACHIOPODS arris Corals: 1, Campophyllum ursinum?, Perch

ASSEMBLAGE —_— - BRACHIOPODS e

Twenty-five fossil specimens were recovered from current T - | 58 G\ et
excavations of pithouse structures at the Harris Site. Additionally, § -+ ‘= s wee ) CRINOIDS 53
-~

ten artifacts made from limestone containing numerous visible . . s g Class S

fossils have been identified in the chipped and ground stone ST | = ‘ . BN sachiopoda  Articuata  Rhynchonellida Yannanellidae  orostica perchaensis percha : ] =
assemblage from the site. Of the nineteen pithouse structures e | G :’ Yy Rhynchonellida  Trigonirhynchiidae ~ Ptychomalotoechia  sobrina  Percha | R | [ Local OUtCI’OpS ]
excavated as of 2012, fourteen contained fossils or limestone S Ve | | | Strophomenata Buxtonidae Marginatia . Lake Valley

artifa CtS - R - ] 2 1 S ~ — ' ‘ Spiriferida Spiriferidae Spirifer rowleyi Lake Valley

Gymnolaemata Trepostomata - - Lake Valley?

Anthozoa Stauriida Caniniina Caninia arcuata Lake Valley IFRAO 10 cm

November 2001
- Campophyllidae Campophyllum ursinum Percha

. h Echinodermata Crinoidea = = = = Lake Valley?
ogollon culture region showing

' Jocation of the Mimbres Valley. Harris Brachiopods: 1-3b, Ptychomalotoechia sobrina, Percha

Formation; 4, Porosticia perchaensis, Percha Formation; 5,
b Marginata sp., Lake Valley Formation; 6-7, Spirifer rowleyi, Lake
Floors of superimposed B R & £ : N Valley Formation.
pithouses at Harris

Harris Crinoid Column Segments
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: R The Harris Site and the approximate locations of carbonate rocks containing outcrops of the Percha Formation and Lake Valley Limestone Formation.
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