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Field Studies in the Geosciences 

Course Structure 

• 10 weeks, 3.5 hours of lecture and lab exercises 

• 10-day field days 

Lecture Lab 

Field 



Spring 2011:  Yellowstone Supervolcano and 

Geologic Features of the West 

50 mi 



Spring 2012:  Geology of the Grand Canyon 

50 mi 



Spring 2013:  Arches, Canyons and Pinnacles, 

Geology of the Colorado Plateau   

50 mi 



Peaks 

• Student engagement 



Peaks 

• Utilize available resources 



• Don’t reinvent the wheel! 

Peaks 



• Schedule down time 

 

Peaks 



• Improvement of field notes 

Peaks 





Potholes 

• Geologic time 



Potholes 

• Spatial literacy 



Potholes 

• Assessment challenges 



• Novelty of field sites 

Potholes 



• Environmental and 
safety factors 

Potholes 



Potholes 





Summary 

• Student engagement 

• Utilize available 

resources 

• Don’t reinvent the 

wheel! 

• Schedule down time 

• Improvement of field 

notes 

 

• Geologic time 

• Spatial literacy 

• Assessment 

challenges 

• Novelty of field sites 

• Environmental and 

safety factors 

Peaks 

 

Potholes 

 


