
A	  Massive	  Open	  Online	  Course	  on	  
Climate	  Literacy:	  What	  did	  we	  learn?	  
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About	  “Massive”:	  
The	  Numbers	  (1st	  offering)	  

•  24,303	  people	  registered	  
•  13,569	  logged	  in	  at	  least	  once	  
•  ~8000	  were	  acTve	  in	  the	  first	  week	  
•  ~2600	  were	  acTve	  in	  the	  last	  few	  weeks	  
•  ~1000	  answered	  the	  exit	  survey	  
•  ~750	  earned	  a	  cerTficate	  (>65%	  “grade”)	  

The	  Numbers	  (2nd	  offering)	  
•  9825	  people	  registered	  so	  far	  
•  6101	  logged	  in	  at	  least	  once	  so	  far	  
•  ~3500	  were	  acTve	  in	  the	  first	  week	  



Who	  are	  the	  parTcipants?	  

139	  countries	  
(survey	  self-‐reports,	  	  

n>3900)	  

USA	  

Canada	  
UK	  
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Who	  are	  the	  parTcipants?	  

Median	  age:	  30s	  
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Who	  are	  the	  parTcipants?	  



Course	  Design:	  Principles	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Learning	  Goals	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  aligned	  with	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  Ac/vi/es	  
	  	  	  aligned	  with	  
Assessments	  



Course	  Design:	  Tools	  

•  Videos	  
•  Embedded	  quesTons	  in	  videos	  
•  Standard	  self-‐test,	  quiz	  and	  survey	  tools	  
•  Freely	  available	  readings	  
•  Freely	  available	  interacTve	  simulaTons,	  climate	  

models	  
•  Peer-‐assessed	  assignments	  (opTonally	  shared)	  
•  Discussion	  Forum	  (30,124	  posts+comments)	  

Less	  acTve	  

More	  acTve	  



Course	  Design:	  Structure	  



Course	  Design:	  Using	  ExisTng	  Resources	  



ParTcipant-‐Generated	  Content:	  
Climate	  Literacy	  Map	  

Public	  map	  (fewer	  points,	  but	  growing):	  	  
hips://www.zeemaps.com/map?group=640026	  



ParTcipant-‐Generated	  Content:	  Discussion	  Forums	  
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Which"of"these"external"resources"did"you"use?"Choose"<b>all"that"apply<b>.""Using	  Other	  ParTcipants’	  Resources	  	  
(Which	  of	  these	  external	  resources	  did	  you	  use?)	  
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How	  much	  do	  you	  know	  about	  global	  
warming	  or	  climate	  change?	  	  	  

Self-‐reported	  knowledge	  
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How	  confident	  do	  you	  feel	  in	  communicaTng	  
about	  climate	  change	  to	  non-‐experts?	  	  	  

Start	  of	  2nd	  offering	  
End	  of	  1st	  offering	  	  

Self-‐reported	  confidence	  
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2How"does"climate"change"make"you"feel?""

How	  Does	  Climate	  Change	  Make	  	  
You	  Feel?	  (end	  of	  1st	  offering)	  	  



What’s	  next?	  	  	  

•  What	  behaviors,	  if	  any,	  do	  parTcipants	  change	  
aoer	  this	  experience?	  

•  Development	  of	  new	  communiTes?	  	  	  
– Ongoing	  learning?	  
– PotenTal	  role(s)	  in	  climate	  change	  discussions	  or	  
decisions?	  

hips://www.coursera.org/course/climateliteracy	  


