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The Junior Explorer program of the Bureau of Land — FLORISSANT y The Geology .of ’Fhe Gold Belt Byway Junl.or Explorer book uses a mix of mstructlc?nal An esse.ntlal theme for this actlwt.y booklet. is encouraging diversity in STEM .flelds.The
Management (BLM) focuses on educating children e \ prose and activities to meet these educational goals and to cater to different learning illustrations used throughout depict a multicultural view of who can be a Junior
about the history, conservation, and preservation of Florissant Fossil Beds CRIPPLE CREEK styles. On-site activities are utilized to engage kinesthetic learners.Tables and Explorer. Readers are accompanied through the activities by characters from a variety
’ ’ and VICTOR . . ) . . . .
BLM lands through interactive activity booklets. J..,\ . Lllustre.lt‘lc?n: Tlngigelvllsual Iearrjrehrs, whereas puzzles and vocabulary boxes are in place Zf backgrth!ndls:.to dezmnstrate that science is not the specialty of any one
These booklets provide a simple and fun method of \kﬁ—f:;/;/;\:; = I:ra:S\I/Zc:]bSIaic ::soec:?;:ee;ivithe con] Era | Period S TS emographic (Figure 4).
learning for children, and are used to highlight the Red Canyon Park . & o 'n)’;r duced b vy Aff / The book is beine disseminated
scientific and historic importance of specific areas. SR geosgg © IS,I . odqucea by = /£ s ‘é‘ff / , ] & o
The Gold Belt Byway in southern Colorado iy - providing definitions on the same § in hal."dcopy rom several AR
exhibits extensive historic and scientific significance, N 2 page where new terms are used @ locations along the Gold Belt
including many fossil quarries and localities as well /Gardenpark 9% ANON CITY N context. Paleogene m CB:yway mcl:lcllng the\::|5|t9;" Bed
. . . . . . Royal Gorge bty enter at Florissant Fossil Beds
as a rich mining history (Figure |).This scenic Ny — L
: ) I I 1 I Cretaceous I o .
byway is a perfect tool for educating kids about L PR Geologic time is a recurring o National Monument, museums QP
: e e theme throughout the book. A O '/ in Cripple Creek andVictor, and
basic geology and paleontology, as well as Figure 1. Map of the Gold Belt Byway. Each loca- , . S The Royal Gorge . o
book of the Phanerozoic is presented 'c;> = " p— Office in Canon City.
with a description of how it is O —-g Additionally, the book is ’ R
used. Each site in the book is = available as a PDF file from the o <
discussed with a graphic & Florissant Gold Belt Byway Association SO
=1 oot

The Gold Belt Tour National Scenic Byway connects many more O | = Explorer website.
points of interest than could be included in a single Junior Explorer symbol to illustrate its geologic 9 —
book. Consequently, focus was placed on seven sites of particular importance (Figure |). The final 3
scientific and historic value. activity in the book asks the a

1) Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument is famous for its reader to use that information to
diverse and very well-preserved Late Eocene flora and fauna. put the sites in stratigraphic Ordovician Children who read The Geology of the Gold Belt Byway Junior Explorer Book will:
Including Florissant also facilitates cooperation between the BLM order. In this way, readers begin >/ine Brive frackuey
and the National Parks Service for this and future projects. to learn how geologists correlate ] =) 7 \L) 7 S P3G o | w7

2) Cripple Creek andVictor were established during the widespread outcrops (Figure 2). Precambrian ) Know where to find several points of )y :},/ —
Colorado Gold Rush in the late 19th Century. These historic geologic and historic interest along the Finding a Fosey
mining towns give the Gold Belt Byway its name, and continue to Figure 2. GeologicTime in the Gold Belt Byway. Readers discover the relative Gold Belt Byway.

ages of each location by matching colors to the correct geologic age. |

produce gold today. | okl - W =

3) Red Canyon and Shelf Road are home to a city park set in STORIES ROCKS Through the geology of each site, 2) Understand how geologists and Q
the hoodoos of the Fountain Formation, and a BLM-managed readers learn to recognize common paleontologists interpret the past based a M
climbing area on the cliffs of the Fremont Formation. These settings ) “Theserockstellmetherewss & types of rock and how to interpret on rocks and fossils.
allow visitors to get a closer look at local geology without needing Do pebbies dowmetreamr gl o them. Readers are presented with
to go off-trail. the definition and significance of 3) Be able to identify several common

4) The Garden Park area was a famous battlefield during the several rock types both in the text types of rock found in the Gold Belt area. &
Bone Wars, and produced some of the most well-known and Rereinthe past. would have been &\ and in an illustrated chart. This chart .-
recognizable Jurassic dinosaurs. Today the BLM maintains attheseneatcost Adl;w - is used in two activities that ask 4) Understand the Geologic Time Scale )
interpretive sites near the Marsh-Felch Quarry and the st 7S readers to make an interpretation and how it is used.
Cleveland-Delfs Quarry. tisrock has a ot of mddy layersin 2 based on lithology, and to match eave st

5) The Indian Springs Trace Fossil Site is a National Natural depositional environments to their 5) Be able to describe how Colorado’s PR [Camping
Landmark featuring a remarkable array of trackways, feeding traces, corresponding rock types (Figure 3). geologic past has shaped the present. porm .
burrows, and other trace fossils in the Ordovician Harding Cacks nthe much O, there might. 41 - “”a“e”d‘jfg@ '
Formation. The site is protected on private land, but the e e eyl Although the primary age group 6) Be able to make good choices for the e
landowners offer tours for interested visitors. targeted in the book is 9-12, conservation and stewardship of public

. 6) The Royal (.30rge C.)f the Arkansas Riv,er offers a SPeCtaCUIar ?l)mscrel:Egczzcsifl]’ir:golnpaasi(f:sandy activities fO.l” 2ll ag=s ar® ifTC!Uded >0 lands (Figure 5)° Figure 5. Stewardship. Readers learn how to make responsible use of

view of Precambrian gneiss, granite, and schist carved by the e e 0 - your?g.er Chl|dl‘e!1 .C.an part|C|pat§. public lands by navigating this maze of choices. Good decisions allow
Arkansas River within the last five million years. The human history Additionally, activities were designed the reader to progress, whereas poor choices require the reader to
of Royal Gorge involves stymied explorers, heated railroad disputes, to meet Colorado Academic rethink their behavior before proceeding,
and a bet leading to the construction of one of the highest :)delévgtT}}di?‘h;:dt.F:ﬁdth — Stanjarjs for Sf;:.iencel, anc::gl f;hl”h
suspension bridges in the world. Oucht” | Standards specific to Ist, 5rd, 4th,

7) Skyline Drive was built in 1909 by prison labor along the >th, 6th and 7th grades. Readers are
hogback of the Dakota Group, and offers a wonderful view of local _ encouraged to read this book with | | | | | | |
stratigraphy and the Cafion City Basin. More recently, an extensive family, friends, or teachers who can We than!< GeoC?rps America and the Geological Society of America for sponsoring this pr.o]ect
dinosaur trackway was discovered at the top of the hogback Figure 3. The Story of Colorado. Readers understand how depositional heIP them to get the most out of the through internships at the Bureau of Land Mangement Royal Gorge Field Office and at Florissant

environments are reflected in the rock record by matching material. Fossil Beds National Monument. We thank Herb Meyer and the staff at Florissant, the staff at the

reserving the prints of at least two different species. . . . .
P & P P descriptions to corresponding rock types. Royal Gorge Field Office, Renee Garfias, and our fellow GeoCorps interns.




