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The Fossil Discovery Trail is a 1.2-mile trail from the Quarry Visitor Center up to the
Quarry Exhibit Hall. The Morrison Spur is an approximately 200 foot offshoot of the Step 1: Photo Documentation -
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In an attempt to mitigate future exploitation along the Morrison spur of the
trail, a comprehensive map, and extensive photo documentation project
occurred during the summer of 2015. The map established a grid system for the
200 ft Morrison spur and assigned reference numbers linking the map to high- Results:
quality photos of the bones. The map and photos will aid interpretive and - The production of digital map showing bones, bone fragments and bone impressions along the Morrison Spur of the Fossil DIscovery Trail

paleontology staff in monitoring the condition and position of fossils, as well as

educating visitors about the tragedy of vandalism. Fossil Discovery Trail Map Project 2015

Objectives:
- Photo document all bones found on the 200 foot Morrison Spur of the Fossil
Discovery Tralil
- Create a numbering classification to reference bones and photos
- Map the location of each bone
- Make the map readily available to park staff for reference

DINOSAUR NATIONAL
MONUMENT

Stump Formation —
(mollusk fossils)

Trail Information

% mi one way (not a loop)
easy to moderate difficulty
no pets allowed

NO COLLECTING

Conclusions:
Although the digital map is incomplete, the goal of documenting the entire spur was achieved, as photo documentation occurred along the entire extent. In the event that an

incident occurs, the bone location would be able to be identified using the map and photos could be cross referenced. Ideally the establishment of a map will mitigate future
exploitation of fossils by creating a baseline for all the bones; although, not all degradation is human caused, as natural weathering is still occurring.
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Field Area: - | | Applications:
Th_e f!eld area IS .Iocated in Dinosaur National Monument along the 1.2 mile Not only does this map allow Dinosaur National Monument staff to easily identify degradation of fossils along the Morrison Supur of the Fossil Discovery Trail, but the map and data set can be used in future studies
Fossil Discovery Trail. to determine the rate of weathering occurring on that outcrop of Morrison Formation.
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fossils, and the importance of not collecting.
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