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The	  Syunik	  Province	  
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Gorhayk	  survey	  
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Gorhayk	  survey	  



View	  of	  Gorhayk	  before	  2012	  
excavaUon	  



The	  2012	  excavaUon	  overview	  



Large	  biface	  in	  situ	  	  2012	  



Handaxe	  Gorhayk	  2012	  



Map	  of	  Gorhayk	  excavaUons	  











The	  spaUal	  temporal	  distribuUon	  of	  
lithics	  
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Bladelet	  core	  on	  biface	  





Geological	  and	  archaeological	  horizons	  



StraUgraphical	  profile	  of	  Gorhayk	  12	  







HOW	  TO	  EXPLAIN	  GORHAYK?	  

•  Evidence	  suggest	  that	  despite	  the	  strange	  
assemblage	  it	  is	  an	  UP	  in	  situ	  assemblage	  

•  The	  quesUon	  then	  becomes	  how	  to	  explain	  
the	  inclusion	  of	  large	  bifaces	  in	  an	  upper	  
Paleolithic	  assemblage.	  	  
– Different	  site	  funcUon	  
– Reuse	  of	  LP	  tools	  by	  UP	  populaUon	  
– Deposited	  by	  previous	  occupant	  of	  the	  region	  (low	  
density)	  



Conclusions	  

•  Gorhayk	  presents	  a	  new	  occupaUon	  of	  
modern	  humans	  in	  Southern	  Armenia	  

•  This	  adds	  to	  the	  corpus	  of	  lithic	  assemblages	  
from	  the	  Middle	  –	  Upper	  Paleolithic	  transiUon	  
in	  the	  Caucasus.	  	  

	  


