
DO I NEED A 
PERMIT FOR 
THIS? 
MAKING SENSE OF THE GEOLOGICAL AND 
PALEONTOLOGICAL PERMIT PROCESS 
WITH THE BUREAU OF LAND 
MANAGEMENT TO AVOID POTENTIALLY 
COSTLY MISTAKES 



IT’S PUBLIC LANDS DAY! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today is National Public Lands Day



Presenter
Presentation Notes
At the BLM we call our paleontology bureaucrats paleocrats. They want to work with you, our science colleagues, and to facilitate your work on public lands.



How do I 
get a 

permit? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When do you need to contact BLM about conducting work on public lands? We will cover things you need to be aware of in applying for a permit, and a little about the process to give you insight into what happens behind the scenes with your application.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Issuing some permits is required by law, like for collecting fossils or archaeological objects. Other permits are issued by Bureau policy. Also, each agency is a little different in how they address the permit process, so be sure to check with the different agencies for their process. 



NHPA 

MLA 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Navigating the process can be confusing. Your paleocrat must deal with an alphabet soup of laws and regulations in navigating your permit through the system, but that is why we are here.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your job is to start the process early, giving us plenty of time to process it. It may seem like it should be a simple process from the outside--it is just a letter and a signed piece of paper, right? However, as you will see It can be far more complex.



WHEN DO YOU NEED A 
PALEONTOLOGY PERMIT? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When do you need a paleontology permit? Ask yourself a simple question…



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Are you collecting fossil for research? If you say yes then you need a permit.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
"But what about non-vertebrate and plant fossils? I have always collected those without a permit" you might say. Do you need a permit for that?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yes, you do. Collecting fossils for research is NOT considered a casual use, and therefore requires a permit.






•Consulting 
 

•Survey 
 

•Excavation 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The BLM has 3 types of paleontology permit: Consulting, Survey, and Excavation. Each is for a different purpose.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Consulting permits are used by professional consulting paleontologists while conducting work for a company. Generally this is because the company has a project on public lands and the consultant advise them about the impacts of the project to fossils, and helps develop a mitigation strategy.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
To be authorized to look an area over, and to collect surface fossils, you need a survey permit. This this type of permit you may do a limited amount of surface disturbance, up to 1 square meter. This is intended to allow you to dig a little around an exposed fossil to recover it or protect it for reburial. While conducting surveys you may discover a locality that you wish to dig more extensively, and that is when you need an excavation permit.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Be sure to submit your excavation application to us early, because this is the most complex permit for us to process. For any action on BLM land that disturbs the surface of the earth your paleocrat and the BLM team must conduct an Environmental Assessment. This is the same for a major pipeiline as it is for your dinosaur dig.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the Environmental Assessment we document the environmental impact of your dig so that BLM can determine if the value of your work outweighs the potential damage. We are required by law to do this, and it takes time, often with multiple BLM staff resource specialists working on it.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
It can even be more complicated if you want to work in a special designation area, and we have a lot of them. We have ACECs, WAs, WSAs, NLCS, and more. These areas were designated for a special character, which makes it even more important that we don’t allow work that will degrade the environment and character of the place.



HOW TO APPLY FOR A PERMIT 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can find all the information you need on the BLM permitting website. It has all the instructions and forms you need regardless of which state you wish to work. You will submit your application to the state office that manages the land you are interested in. Note, that is not always in the same state, so check the website or ask your paleocrat.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some of the basic requirements for obtaining a permit include that the applicant is qualified and experienced. This can be demonstrated with a current CV giving education, experience, and publications. Also, there must be an identified museum that has agreed to take the collections resulting from the work. This ensures that public fossils are kept for the public’s benefit and are accessible to future researchers.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition, you need to give us details about what you want to do, where you want to work, how many crew members you will have, and what you hope to find. If you want to do an excavation, we need additional details like exactly where you will dig, how much rock you anticipate needing to move, and how you plan to access the site to remove field jackets, and your plan for site reclamation. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember to make your application complete. Incomplete applications can slow the process down, and make your paleocrat sad.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now that you have your permit, you will need to check in with the field office for the area you will be working in. This allows them to know who is out there and where, and they can give you important information about significant or dangerous local conditions. Also, remember to carry your permit with you when you are in the field, in case you are asked for it by a Law Enforcement ranger.



REPORTING 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And know that there are reporting requirements after you have finished your work. Reporting what you found and collected and where helps us to better know about the resource, and ensures that the fossil end up in their museum repository. And late reports might have an impact on your ability to get future permits. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The answer to this question is…Maybe. Do you plan to do any disturbance of the surface. Like drill rock cores, break rocks from the outcrop, or cut a trench to expose stratigraphy? If so, you should be contacting your paleocrat. We will help you clarify your plans and visit with the field office officials. It is up to them to allow what you propose. It is far better to check with us first.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Think of it this way—would you like it if someone went into your backyard and caused damage? Of course not, and neither do Field Managers and Law Enforcement Rangers.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Also, don’t be a bone head by marking up geologic features or trying to make unauthorized casts of things like footprints. Remember these fossils are also protected by law and such activities often cause damage. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Are you planning to bring a group out onto BLM lands? Perhaps a school group field trip or a field camp? Again, you should talk to us first. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
By talking with the BLM first, the field office many want to issue you a Special Recreation Permit to cover your research projects and group events. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
By working together everyone is happy and there are no surprises. We thank you for your interest in the great American laboratory that is our public lands, and we want to work together to do great things. 
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