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The Nevada Administrative Code mandates the 
State regulate mine waters that may degrade 
groundwater according to NAC 445A.429: 
 Bodies of water which are a result of mine pits penetrating 

the water table must not create an impoundment which: 

    (a) Has the potential to degrade the groundwaters of the 
State;  

 or 

    (b) Has the potential to affect adversely the health of 
human, terrestrial or avian life. 
 



















Pit lakes are an important issue in Nevada due to water 

availability 

There are numerous pit lakes in Nevada of widely 

ranging water quality 

There are predicted to be at least 18 more pit lakes in 

Nevada 

Pit lake prediction and regulation require 

interdisciplinary approaches 

Predictions of pit-lake water quality MUST include 

sensitivity analyses, and should generally be 

conservative 

Management strategies, if required, should be included 

in predictive models 
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