Abstract:

After an absence of more than two decades, the Earth and Environmental
Science program at Montclair State University reinstated the Field Camp
course in the summer of 2014. We saw several reasons to revive field camp
for our growing enroliment. First, studies show a decline Iin field programs
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major benefit to field camp is the use of authentic data, with professors and e

@ Yellowstone Bighorn Research Association, Red Lodge, MT (have
previously used Northwest College, Powell, WY).

4 Field mapping (Bruntons with topographic and Google Earth reference
maps) in classic exposures in and around the Bighorn Basin.

O Hiking and camping excursion to Grand Teton National Park and
Yellowstone National Park (~4 days).

L Second base camp at University of Montana-Western. Field mapping
(Bruntons with topographic and Google Earth reference maps) in classic
exposures near Dillon, MT.
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students investigating problems concurrently. We presented discoveries
from the New Jersey geomorphic studies at recent conferences. Given our
success, we contemplate inviting students from outside the university, as
well as including non-geology students (e.g. sustainability, geography,
ecology) in a joint program.
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Background

d The Earth and Environmental Studies (EAES) department saw an
opportunity to address a need for a capstone field course for the
Geoscience (now Earth and Environmental Science) BS program.

1 Parallel trend in demand for “field camp™ experiences nationwide (figure
below, from Whitmeyer, Mogk, and Pyle, 2009).

O At the same time, geoscience educators noted a decrease in the number
of field camps offered (Baker, 2006, “Status Report on Geoscience Summer Field
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Successes and not quite successes:
= ¢ Not all sites are good for use of all field technology, requires scoping e s ST e
out as well as trial and error.
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