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Fossil Clubs/Societies 
70+ clubs/societies nationwide – 14,000+  members 



Members in the Field 



Finding new Specimens 



Outreach  



How do we capture all this raw data?? 



Publishing! 



3 Things You Need 

• Interesting 

 

• Relevant 

 

• Accurate  

 

 

For both the general public 

and for professionals  



Interesting 

• Eye Candy 
– Flashy specimens 

– Great photography 

 

• Easy to understand for general public 
 

 

• Technical enough for professionals 

 

 



Relevant 

• General public 
– Easy Identify for general public  

• Lots of pictures, common language, terminology 

– Table of Contents – Diagrams – Index, etc. 

• Professionals 
– Comprehensive  

– Include technical language/terms 

– Charts 

– Geology section w/stratigraphy 

 



Accurate 

• Specimens correctly identified 

• References cited 

• Acknowledgements given 

• Edited to be seamless  
– especially when multiple authors are involved 

• Reviewed by professionals 



NCFC FOSSIL Series 

300 

members 
Lots of 

raw data 



NCFC Early Publications 

 

 

 

• 1992     1994                      1997 

 

 
 

• Basic black and white line drawings and generally common species 



The Project History 

• 1998 NCFC Richard Chandler, a math professor at NC State (most 

of us have day jobs outside of paleontology…)  

– had the idea to create a photo record of all the different types of fossils found in 

North Carolina 

– “It will be a substantial project, but I think it is doable in less than a years time” 

(1st meeting in January 2000) 

• Vol I published March 2014 

• Vol IV published Sept 2017 

– Years visiting other members and photographing their collections 

– Years spent travelling to various institutions and photographing their collections    

(NC Museum of Natural Sciences, the Aurora Fossil Museum, Smithsonian) 

• frequently specimens photographed had been donated BY amateur 

collectors – sometimes by our own members 



The Project Results 

• Nearly 2 decades of research / work 

• Tens of thousands of volunteer hours 

– Photography – Writing – Reviewing – Editing – Travelling   

• 16 different member authors (all but one with day jobs outside of 

paleontology) 

• 5 volumes 

– 1400 pages 

– 4400 photographs / illustrations (over 25,000 photographs taken) 

– 1000+ species occurring in North Carolina 

• ~1000 copies sold in 19 states, Canada, Hong Kong, Japan, 

Netherlands and the United Kingdom 



Did We Get It Right? 

• Interesting 

 

• Relevant 

 

• Accurate  

 

 

For both the general public 

and for professionals  



Interesting  
Eye Candy – Flashy Specimens – Great Photography 



Interesting / Relevant  
Easy Identification 



Interesting / Relevant 
Table of Contents 

Visual Key Charts 

Index 



Interesting / Relevant 
Depiction of Organism When Alive, Multiple Examples / Views 



Interesting / Relevant 
Easy to Understand / Technical Enough for Professionals 



Interesting / Relevant  
Terminology  and Misc. 



Interesting / Relevant  
Detailed Diagrams 



Relevant 
Geology Section 



Relevant 
Stratigraphy 



Relevant 
Stratigraphy with Common Marker Fossils 



Accurate  
Reviewed and Endorsed by Professionals 

Other Endorsements: 

 
• Dr. Lyle Campbell    

University of South Carolina 

 

• Dr. Gordon Hubbell        

Jaws International 

 

• Dr. David Bohaska  

Collections Management, 

Vertebrate Paleontology 

Smithsonian Institution 

 



Accurate  
References / Acknowledgements 



Accurate 
Cite Members who had Specimens Photographed 

50% 

Members 

50% 

Institutions 



Above and Beyond 
Cover Art by Member Rick Bennett 



Above and Beyond 
Original Artwork by Member Todd Power 



Above and Beyond 
Vintage Internet Art 



Above and Beyond 
Cleaning up Vintage Internet Art 



Above and Beyond 
Inserted into Book 



Above and Beyond  
Vintage Art for a Diagram 



Above and Beyond  
Cleaned up and terms added 



Above and Beyond 
Inserted into Book 



Above and Beyond 
CD Version 

Many donated to local schools 

Print on 

demand 
CDs 

cheaper 



Ongoing Updates 

Infinitely updatable 

Volumes prompt 

new and better 



Summary 

• Amateurs, you can do it!         Club/Society Challenge! 
– Get out there and mine that untapped knowledge! 

– Authors, Editors, Photography, Artwork 

• Professionals – take a second look at your local club  
– they have a lot to offer 

• Created a valuable product for both  
– Day jobs from all walks of life  

– We all learned valuable things along the way 

– All on volunteer time and with volunteer dollars 
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Questions? 


