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Colorado ™ M~ A - The fossil beds are located in a scenic mountain
e valley in the Rocky Mountains of Colorado.
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Some of the world’s largest known petrified trees
Flg}ssant FOSSI Beds

One of the world’s most speciose fossil sites ;Natlona!l Monument

~1800 species of fossil plants, insects, and vertebrates

Long history of exploration and research began in the 1870s with
Hayden Survey paleontologists Scudder and Lesquereux.

First significant fossils were discovered by homesteader Charlotte Hill. | | o
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Attempts were made to saw the petrified “Big Stump” into pieces and ‘ ~ ‘ renesTin
ship it to the 1893 World’s Fair, but the effort failed. - i

PR - %% , | A ' Florissant publications and collections at 17 museums
Tourism began with the arrival of the railroad in 1887. S-Scudder )\ S v e N e m (o.0R:00 PETRIFIED FOREST have been surveyed to document taxonomic diversity.
Fossil sites have been inventoried and are continually

monitored to assess changing conditions through time.

Commercial petrified forests attracted tourists from 1920s-1969.

Establishment of the national monument in 1969 set new precedents
for geoheritage in environmental law.

Photogrammetry creates 3-D images of fossil stumps.

ENTRANCE GATE AND LODGE OF THE COLORADO PETRIFIED FOR;ST
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- Interpretive trail exhibit panels Education and Geopark designation has been considered at both COLORADO, USA
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