Bringing the Mid-Atlantic region to the light: a summary of published luminescence ages (OSL, IRSL, TL) from the area,
what we have learned and new utilities of the technique in regional geomorphology and archaeology
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Introduction to luminescence dating —OSL/IRSL/TL Luminescence characteristics — examples from MD, NC, VA

Luminescence dating provides an age estimate of the last time quartz or feldspar minerals were last
exposed to sufficient light or heat (> 450°C). After removal from heat or from sunlight, electrons
accumulate in defects in the crystal lattice of minerals by exposure to ionizing radiation (Aitken, 1998).
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