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TS e A | e o e _’ " - - The major purpose of this poster is to reconstruct the geologic history of Signboard Hill as read from the rock section exposed along Main Street and during construction of
e ; | | Rl dpre L | The Crown Center Complex in 1971-72. For over 50 years the Main Street reference section was visited by numerous field trip participants
to gain a better understanding of the Pennsylvanian stratigraphy of the Central United States.
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PALEONTOLOGY
COLLECTING FOSSIL SPECIMENS FROM THE ROCK STRATA EXPOSED IN THE EXCAVATION
FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE CROWN CENTER COMPLEX

A paleontological study of Signboard Hill was initiated and funded by the late Joyce C. Hall; founder of Hallmark Cards, Inc. Mr. Hall envisioned the
history of Signboard Hill as an exhibit to be housed in Union Station that was being considered as a science museum. The senior author was hired by
Mr. Hall to conduct a detailed paleontologic investigation of Signboard Hill. An assemblage of about 35 fossil specimens were collected from the rock
strata exposed during construction of Signboard Hill. The collection included nine phyla of invertebrate organisms, most of them marine, and the tooth of
a ray-like fish; plants included marine algae. The terrestrial rocks yielded specimens of fern fronds, bark and roots of scale trees and the leaves of ancient
scouring rushes. Unfortunately, Union Station in the early 1970’s was in a sad state of disrepair with an unknown future and the project never materialized.
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THE MAIN STREET CUT
A skyline view from the Liberty Memorial Hill shows the section of Pennsylvanian
strata exposed in the excavation for Main Street. Photo is undated but it was
probably taken circa 1929. The Main Street cut is well exposed in the photograph = 2 e TSR TS D
and accessible to geologists. (Photo Kansas City Star, 2015). TN T e e =) | EENPSS
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Index to numbered rock units labeled in photo:

6. Argentine Limestone Member

5. Liberty Memorial Shale

4. Raytown Limestone Member

3. Chanute Shale

2. Cement City Limestone Member
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o COLLEC TN BOSSIL SIS THE MAIN STREET CUT AND THE CREATION OF SIGNBOARD HILL, 1913
orkmen using a circu/ar-place CUtting saw to remove a specimen of the The excavation for Main Street divided a northwest-facing hill into two hills, Signboard and

c.alcareous green algag Ar.ch. seelibigsli s ITLSSOUTLENSIS ot ilire Seriean The specimen is removed from the limestone ledge. Hospital Hill on the east and Liberty Memorial Hill to the west. The cut through the bluff for
lﬁnesto}r: © Ahmgsourzenlsg °1ea cg.mmon fossil found in the Raytown the location of Main Street gave access to Union Station. Construction of the Liberty Memorial
throughout the Greater Ransas Lity area. Tower on Memorial Hill is over 10 years in the future. (Photo courtesy Kansas City Star

Archives, 2015).
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SIGNBOARD HILL, 1948 Columbia, 189 p. ) . A
On a freshly fractured surface the thalli appear as ribbon-like stringers of , , , . , , An unsightly assemblage of signs greeted passengers disembarking from trains at ? Wimepriel, ety 1Dk, @, 1972 ilone om o (snive/otgnowsiel 1B, hltesgmn! libinersl
clear, recrystallized calcite with shades of white, grey, and red that give The blade-like thalli of A. miss OUTLENSLS stand—f)ut in relief on a Weather.ed Union Station; hence the derisive name “Sign Board Hill”. The cut on the east side of Ngws, VL LT 2o SR s D v g C g
the rock an aesthetic appearance. The Raytown Limestone was used as surfacg and resemble pqtato chips, heﬁce the informal name potato chip Main Street is overshadowed in the photograph but was accessible to geologists. (Photo © Vi, [lenny ), @, 1978, TS Alays Spning e i Cromm Cenier, Misseum Mimerel
dimension stone for building purposes in the early days of Kansas City. algae is commonly applied to the fossil. courtesy Kansas City Star Books, 2000). News, vol. 14, no. 4, p 57-58.




