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Antecedents and Early Years

Charles and Zenobia Yanser, maternal 
grandparents.

Charles was a prominent politician in 
Slatington PA, and was the manager of a 
slate quarry. Shown below is a typical 
slate operation in the Lehigh Valley

Paul’s father, Edwin Forrest Potter was in 
the retail shoe business, with a store in 
downtown Cincinnati on Race Street, 
specializing in orthopedic shoes for women

Boyhood home in Norwood OH



EDUCATION

 Two-room school for 5th-8th

grades

 High School at Anderson High –
senior year at UC in joint HS/ 
College program

 US Army in Philippines – enlisted 
1944. Discharged mid 1946

 U of Chicago on GI Bill – 1946-
1953. PhD thesis on Lafayette 
Gravel

Typical Ohio two-room 
schoolhouse

Anderson HS

UC-Old McMicken



155 mm howitzer in action 
Philippines 1944.

Paul was a PFC in a small 
detachment (one lieutenant, 
one sergeant, and two privates) 
acting as forward artillery 
observers for a 155 mm 
howitzer battery.

US Army – Jan 1944 - summer 1946

Philippines landscape, Luzon 
– we’re not in Kansas 
anymore, or in Paul’s case 
west Texas.

Basic training, Ft Bliss TX 
1944



Illinois – The Geological Survey – 1952-1961 

Ray Siever (1923-2004). Partner 
in sandstone petrology at Illinois 
State Geological Survey

Colin Blyth, statistician, a close 
life-long friend. Two of his 
sons, both geologists, with 
Craig Dietsch and Paul, ca. 
2015



Some examples of projects at IGS from the Potter-Siever team



Characteristics

 Think big. What is the larger framework for this work?

 Work big. Whole basin approach

 Combine surface and subsurface investigation

 Use multiple, quantitative techniques

 Do the statistics

 Work with state geological surveys



Johns Hopkins 1962-63; Indiana University 1963-1970 – Migration to the Professoriate 

1971
1964

1972, 
1987

1963, 
1977

Books written at 
Hopkins and IU



Characteristics

 Think world wide.

 Work big. Whole basin approach – use the basin as the integrating framework. Paleocurrents, 
petrography, geophysics, wire-line log signatures, sand-body geometry all tied together.

 Work collaboratively (and needle collaborators regularly) with faculty and state survey colleagues

 Write for a larger geologic audience; use clear illustrations with large fonts.  For an example of the 
success of this approach, check out the following blog page by Elisabeth Kosters

https://earthsciencesociety.com/2013/11/26/the-king-of-sand-paul-edwin-potter/





Crossing Over – The University of Cincinnati 1971-1992  



New horizons, a new class of rocks



1980

2005

Characteristics

 Think big

 Cover the whole basin

 Combine surface and subsurface (make 
outcrop gamma-ray logs)

 Work closely with USGS, OH-KY-IN-IL-
WV surveys + other faculty

 Involve lots of graduate students

 Write for a larger audience – geologists 
and engineers



Teaching – field work; petrography; cores

4-day field trip to southern Illinois; Paul’s 
microscope; student lab work on core description



COMMUNITY SERVICE: the City, the States – IL-IN-KY-OH; Countries – Brazil, the US

Mark Bowers, UC Engineering 
Asst Dean; Paul; Tim Burke, 
Cinti political leader, 
discussing Cinti infrastructure 
and training future 
government employees (ca 
2015)

Distinguished service 
award from Petrobras -
2007

1999: Presentation of the Mather Medal, 
for contributions to OH geology, by OH 
Survey Chief Tom Berg



COMMUNITY SERVICE: Regional and local publications

1984

1996,
2007

2013

Characteristics  Combine surface and subsurface
 Work closely with surveys 
 Involve lots of graduate students
 Write for a larger audience – geologists and engineers



Shaking things up again: Brazil 1993-2000  

With Almerio Franca, Rio 2007

Field work on the Parana River, 
1987



An example: The Botucatu Sandstone – making quartz arenites 

Ground water flow leaches feldspar 
and calcite cement from areas 100-
200 km from outcrop

Open fabric indicates early calcite 
cement; hematite rims indicate desert 
environment

Remarkable penetration of fresh 
groundwater into deep 
subsurface



Characteristics
 Think small – that is microscopic. Use sandstone petrology to unravel depositional and diagenetic history

 Work the whole basin – especially the subsurface

 Think outside the North Atlantic framework

 Apply locally (find groundwater supplies) and globally (what other sandstones could be like this?)



The biggest project –
sands of a whole continent

The newest tools –
single-zircon ages for provenance



Return to Cincinnati 2000-2020

New  (or renewed) 
directions: the Global 
Miocene and the Kope
Formation



The troublesome Kope Fmn

Laminated                               Non-laminated
Measured section Northern KY by 
sedimentology class



THE AAPG SIDNEY POWERS MEDAL 2016

Mike Lewan (the Robert Berg medalist that 
year); Paul; Barry Maynard; and Todd 
Stephenson (Chief Geologist at BP North 
America Gas and later VP Chesapeake Energy).

Paul, Barry, and 
Mike are 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd generation 
geologists going 
back to Francis 
Pettijohn.





With his death, the period of “romantic geology” ends, when the geologist was an adventurer through distant and 
unknown places, and mapping was still his main activity. A life populated by jeeps, boats, single-engine airplanes, 
horses and camps, that certainly new generations will not have the opportunity to know. Prof. Potter is gone, but 
his mark will remain for a long time in the world of geology and GEMA. José C. Stevaux
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