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Sit Down Bench, southeastern
Kaiparowits Plateau, Utah
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Sit Down Bench, southeastern
Kaiparowits Plateau, Utah



Tropic Shale outcrops on public land,
southern flank of Kaiparowits Plateau, Utah

Grand Staircase-Escalante
National Monument

U.5. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
‘Bureau of Land Management

Scale
Distance between Paria
River and Croton Canyon
outcrops is 58 km (36 mi)

Oblique photo of terrain model at Big Water Visitor Center,
U.S. Department of Interior, Bureau of Land Management
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Foreland Basin Setting
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Tropic Shale Physical Stratigraphy and Biostratigraphy
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parerpaedl Thickness of altered ash beds in lower

Tropic Shale and equivalent strata
From Elder, 1988
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* Marker beds and intervening strata have been
correlated over a large area, by many researchers

* Opportunity to rigorously observe carbon burial
and more across depositional environments

* Radiometric age dates and Milankovich cycles
provide constraints on absolute burial rates

Thickness in centimeters  from Elder, 1988
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Correlation of parasequences in transgressive phase

By Elder et al
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N. Henry Basin detailed sed & strat Depositional and diagenetic models
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GENERALIZED CROSS SECTION
TROPIC SHALE, SOUTHERN UTAH
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CRETACEOUS TROPIC SHALE OF SOUTHERN UTAH: AN UNDERUTILIZED NATURAL
OBSERVATORY ON PUBLIC LANDS FOR RESEARCH IN SHALE DEPOSITIONAL FACIES
AND PROCESSES, MID-CRETACEOUS PALEOCLIMATES AND CARBON BURIAL
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